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Sierra Nevada Conservancy
 Created in 2004 after years of discussion and previous efforts. 
 Region and Governing Board:

o 22 counties/25 million acres
o 13-Member Governing Board  (6 County Supervisors,

7 State appointees) with 3 Non-Voting Federal Liaisons
 Mission:  To initiate, encourage and support efforts that 

improve the environmental, economic and social well-being 
of the Sierra Nevada Region, its communities and the citizens 
of California. 

 Implemented a $50 million Proposition 84 Grant Program in 
support of our mission.

 Coordinate, Convene, Facilitate, Technical Assistance



California’s Primary Watershed
The Sierra Nevada Region:
 Is the origin of more than 60% of 

California’s developed water 
supply. Headwaters of the State 
Water Project and federal CVP

 Is the primary source of fresh 
water flowing into the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta

 Is a major urban water source
o San Francisco  85% from 

Tuolumne watershed
o East Bay  90% from 

Mokelumne Watershed  

Lake Spaulding, headwaters of the Yuba River, January 2014

Lake Oroville (fed by the Feather River), May 2014



Many Other Benefits As Well
 Sierra forests play a key role in storing carbon, 

assisting in the State’s effort to combat climate 
change.

 Sierra watersheds provide habitat of 
dozens of species, including those 
listed an proposed for listing under 
state and federal ESA.

 The Sierra Nevada provides world class 
recreation and tourism opportunities.

 Sierra forests and watersheds produce energy, wood 
products and a variety of ecosystem services.
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Many Sierra Nevada forests are 
unhealthy and susceptible to disease 

and intense fire
 Megafires like the Rim and King fires may have 

become the new normal. They are larger and 
more intense than historical fires. 

 The USFS Region 5 estimates that 6 to 9 
million acres of the land they are responsible 
for managing in California are in need of 
restoration.

 The high cost of fighting fires has often resulted 
in reducing funds available for critically needed 
restoration efforts on federal lands.

Photo: U.S. Forest Service



Wildfire Threat Is Increasing

 More land has burned in the 
first five years of this 
decade than seven entire 
decades in the past.

 More acres burned in the 
two decades of 1990 and 
2000 than any other 
previously recorded decade. 

 Fire Intensity is increasing, 
from an average of about 20% 
high intensity to nearly 30%.

Wildfires in California have become larger and more extreme over 
the last two decades and many predict that this trend will continue to 
increase, unless we change course.





Sierra Nevada Watershed 
Improvement Program

 Organized and led by SNC and USFS Region 5
 Broad support and engagement from other 

state, local and federal agencies and 
stakeholders

 Modeled to some degree after Tahoe EIP
 Focused on 2 key outcomes:
 Increase funding for watershed restoration
 Identify and address, where feasible and 

appropriate, key policy issues affecting 
increasing pace and scale of restoration.   



A Bold New Approach
 Sierra Nevada Watershed 

Improvement Program 
builds on the significant 
consensus that exists to 
restore our watersheds 
and forests to ecological 
health

 Conflict has been 
increasingly replaced by 
collaboration

 Now is the time
Learn more at 
www.sierranevada.ca.gov

“Only an 
environmental 

restoration program 
of unprecedented 
scale can alter the 
direction of current 

trends…” USFS


